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Sister Claudine Balio, St. Joseph School Middle School Religion and Language Arts Teacher

The Lord is Kind and Merciful (Psalm 103-1)
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Over all of these years, I have been truly blessed with understanding leaders, caring
colleagues, concerned and supportive parents, and truly gifted students. Imagine, over
all these years, I still love teaching, especially Middle School students. Although they can
be challenging at times, I still love their curiosity, creativity, and energy. They have a
special place in my heart. 

Every gift impacts every teacher, every student, and every
family!

Support us by sponsoring a classroom for the 2022-2023 school year!
This sponsorship goes over and above our regularly budgeted
supplies for classrooms and provides additional wish list items for
teachers. It also allows our school more flexibility to invest more
resources into our teachers and staff during the school year. 

To sponsor, visit our website at https://sjsricelake.org/sponsor-a-
classroom/ or mail a check to St. Joseph School Advancement Office, 
128 West Humbird Street, Rice Lake, WI 54868. 

Check out our Teacher Wish List! 
New items are added often.

sjsricelake.org > Support Us > Teacher Wish List 

Last year many of the funds were used to support new iPads,
manipulatives to enhance classroom lessons, art supplies, physical
education equipment, and materials for science experiments. We
also were able to install a rock wall in our gymnasium for all students
to enjoy in Physical Education class! Sponsorships are $500 per
classroom for the school year however any dollar amount makes a
big impact. 

SPONSOR A CLASSROOM

Funds from the Sponsor a Classroom
fundraiser helped to make Mr. Stridde's
(PE and Health Teacher) dream become
a reality! A rock wall was installed in
March, 2022. This life-skill will teach
PreK3-Grade 8 students courage,
teamwork skills, core strength and
spatial awareness.

1999-2000 5th Grade Class Romaine Quinn (2005 alum) with
Sister Claudine

2016-2017 6th Grade Class

Following this, I moved to South Bend, IN where I was the computer teacher for 5
years. I taught Kindergarteners through eighth graders. Following my years at
South Bend, I moved to Rice Lake, WI. For thirty years I taught Middle School
language and religion at St. Joseph School and, also, was the Principal of the
School for 6 years. 

(2015) Sister Claudine
(right) wearing her
favorite Chicago Cubs
gear with Mrs. Diana
Grabowski (left), former
2nd grade teacher. 
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At the end of this school year, I will step away from my duties as Middle School Language
Arts Teacher. Next year I plan to teach Middle School Religion and lead the spiritual
activities such as the Rosary and prayer services at St. Joseph School. This will enable me
to continue to open the students’ minds and hearts to the incredible gifts and
opportunities to grow in their faith. “The Lord is kind and merciful”. I look forward to this
new chapter in my life. May God continue to bless all of you. ~ Sister Claudine

 

Imagine 50 years in the field of Education. Yes, I have been teaching for more
than 50 years. My career began in Bartlett, a Northwest suburb of Chicago. I
taught for 20 years in Chicago, teaching elementary and middle school students
and, also,  Advanced Accounting to High School Seniors. 



SAM WALLACE
One of my favorite memories is
going to adoration with my
classmates. I have enjoyed that
time to reflect and think. I like
that the middle school teachers
rotate teaching religion classes
so that I can learn about faith
from different perspectives. 

              

CLARA DROST
My teachers have encouraged
my faith and I've started to
enjoy doing a morning faith
devotion daily. I will miss the
small class size and my
classmates.  
        
         

ELIZABETH FUNCHES 
The middle school teachers
have made a big impact on
my confidence. Sister
Claudine has been like a
grandmother to me; since I
don't have a grandmother.
        Fine Arts Award

FINN GRENIER
I feel so prepared for high
school! I know now how to
live a better life with God by
my side through it all. 
       

        Principal's Award

AUSTIN PRINCE
Sister Claudine is very inspiring.
I will miss hearing her personal
stories about her faith in God.
Because of her, my faith has
grown.
        Pastor's Award 

Grandparents
attended Mass with
their student at St.
Joseph Church, where
our Blessed Mother
Mary statue was
adorned with flowers
in celebration of May 

Hello, my name is Stephanie Schissel and I am excited
to join the St. Joseph Catholic School team! In my
freetime, I enjoy outdoor adventures with my dog,
Lombardi, watching the Green Bay Packers, and playing
with my three little nephews. 

I grew up in Rice Lake and attended St. Joseph School
from pre-K through 8th grade, and I am so excited to
be back where it all began. After graduating from RLHS
in 2015, I studied Biology at Franciscan University of
Steubenville, where I was comprehensively formed in
both faith and science. Upon graduating, the Lord
called me to serve as an inner-city missionary with
Vagabond Missions, breaking the cycle of hopelessness,
and sharing God's love to His children who have been
outcast and underserved.

8TH GRADE GRADUATE SPOTLIGHT
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MIDDLE SCHOOL STAFF CHANGES FOR 2022-2023

OVER 125 GRANDPARENTS CELEBRATE GRANDPARENTS DAY

On Friday, May 6, St. Joseph Catholic School hosted
the long-awaited May Crowning Mass and
Grandparents/Grandfriends day.  It was a day of
many blessings and memories for our students and
grandparents and nearly 130 grandparents came for
the morning. 

Claire (4th) and Mary (2nd)
with their grandparents at
the photography booth on
Grandparents Day. 
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MINDY BARTA
I've really learned to be
confident about declaring my
faith in public. I see God
everywhere at SJS!  I'll miss
that. 

ETHAN KRETZSCHMAR
My teachers have always
challenged me to do high-
quality work. I have always
known that they want me to
succeed; that feels good. 

KYLA MADISON
I have really been inspired by
my teachers. They have
encouraged me to take care of
myself and to be proud of my
faith.  

GAVIN RICHTER
Mrs. Nielsen has always pushed
me to do my best. She knows
how to challenge me and what
I'm capable of. I appreciate her
a lot and I'm grateful that I had
her as a teacher in my life.

FELICIA SAFFERT
I have been greatly impacted by
Mrs. Hyllested. She is so kind
and she had a genuine way of
relating to me. She has helped
me not only academically, but
with life skills.

GAVRIK SAFFERT
Mrs. Nielsen is very open with
her faith to students. I really
have enjoyed learning about
God through the experiences
that Mrs. Nielsen shares. 

After three years of mission work, the Lord has brought
me to a new chapter, pairing my love for ministry with 

SJS welcomes back alum as middle school science
teacher - Stephanie Schissel

my love of science, as the
Middle School Science
Teacher at St. Joseph.

I am beyond excited to
bring my passion for
science and faith into the
classroom, and to help
form young minds.  

- Ms. Stephanie Schissel

The current science teacher, Mrs. Aurianna Hyllested
will transition to the Middle School Language Arts
teaching position. This is a long-awaited aspiration of
Mrs. Hyllested. Congratulations to Mrs. Hyllested on
this accomplishment! 

Colossian 3:23
Whatever you do, do from the heart,
as for the Lord and not for others. 

Ms. Stephanie Schissel - Alum (2011)
and 2022-2023 Science Teacher

Crowning. Our 2nd-grade students were invited to
dress in their First Communion outfits as they led
the school Mass that day. 

Following Mass, all grandparents were invited with
their student to school for the morning. 

Each classroom teacher
hosted activities such as
grandparent interviews
hosted by students (4th
grade), reading a book
about grandparents
(preschool), and working
on mathematics
assignments (6th grade). 

All grandparents were invited to stay with their student
for a complimentary lasagna lunch (Chef Catherine's
specialty). Thank you to all of our grandparents and
grandfriends for joining us! 

Emme Larson (6th) with her
grandmother, Joyce Nelson

Fine Arts Award

Mary Kay Donnelly Award


