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THIS CAR COULD BE YOURS!

We are racing into the 2020-21 school year! St. Joseph Catholic School
announced we will be raffling a pristine condition, appraised at $31,000, 1967
Ford Mustang! This beautiful classic car was gifted to our school by a local St.
Joseph supporter with a mission to help the school with its greatest needs amidst
the pandemic.
  

Everyone is welcome to participate in the raffle. Tickets cost $100 and are
available now and through December 7th with the raffle drawing being held
virtually on Thursday, December 10th on our school's Facebook page
(@stjosephschoolricelake.)

Tickets are also be available by calling the school office (715-736-3112) or by
visiting L'Cars in Cameron, WI. To learn more, visit our website at
https://sjsricelake.org/classic-car-and-cash-raffle/. 

SAVE THE DATE - VIRTUAL GALA! We will be hosting our Virtual Gala this year
on Saturday, February 6th. Preparations have already begun and we cannot wait
to celebrate our school with the community. For more information visit our
website at https://sjsricelake.org/gala-2/. 

We need your support now more than ever. 
If you are able and would like to make a contribution to our school to support us
with our greatest needs, please use the enclosed envelope to mail back your
donation. Donations are also accepted on our website at
https://sjsricelake.org/support-us/. 

1967 Ford Mustang donated to support SJS with its

greatest needs during pandemic.
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HOW IS SCHOOL DIFFERENT, AND THE SAME
Jerry Van Dyke, Principal 

After being away for over 5 months, the students and
teachers of St. Joseph School returned on September 1st.
We have had a very productive and successful first month of
school. The back to school excitement that usually
accompanies the beginning of a new school year was even
greater than a normal year, as the children were excited to
see their friends. Having done two months of remote
learning in the spring, teachers and students are happy to
be back together, teaching and learning in the same room. 

Many of our daily routines and schedules have been
adjusted to help mitigate the spread of COVID. All of our
students and staff wear face masks while in the building.
This has gone very well, and I believe this is a big reason why
we have not had disease transmission in our school. With the
help of teachers, students are much better about practicing
good hand hygiene. We have many cleaning and
disinfecting protocols in place to help keep our school safe.
Additionally, class schedules, lunch and recess have been
adjusted to reduce traffic and crowding in the halls. 

While we have been unable to celebrate Mass as a whole
school in church, our weekly Mass with half of the students
at a time is going very well. Rather than gathering together
in the gym to pray the Rosary each month, we have shared
that prayer time with students and teachers in their
individual classrooms via Facebook Live. This change has
given us the opportunity to have parents and friends outside
of our building join us online for the Rosary each month. 

Another SJS tradition that we were able to continue
despite COVID restrictions was the September 11 Patriot
Day Ceremony. Mrs. Shearer, Mrs. Hagen and 7th and
8th grade students put together a great program that
was shared with our students and the entire St. Joseph
School family via Facebook. If you were not able to see
the program in September, it is available for viewing on
our website.

Due to COVID restrictions, it has been a challenge for us
to not be able to welcome parents, grandparents, and
other volunteers into the building as much as we have in
the past. Our extended SJS family adds so much to our
experience here. I am continuing to work to try to
reintroduce these opportunities for our students and
volunteers.

As always, I am thankful for the support we receive from
parents, members of the Cluster parishes, alumni, and
other friends of St. Joseph School. Without your hard
work, prayers and financial support, we would not be
able to offer the outstanding education we do.

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them; for the kingdom of heaven

belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
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Did you have a favorite subject or teacher at St. Joseph Catholic School? / Favorite memory at St. Joseph?
Some of my fondest memories are from 4th grade with Mrs. Martwick. I have always been fascinated by language,
stories and art (which may be a contributing factor to my songwriting), and I believe she really gave that desire in me
room to grow. In particular, I loved that she would carve out time for the class to simply listen to her read chapter books
aloud. I think back to that time in awe that she could captivate a room of energetic 4th graders simply by reading.
Listening to her read those stories allowed my imagination to grow and I learned the power that beautifully composed
words could have over the listener.

I currently work as a full-time music & speaking ministry and I continue to provide
music for the Diocese of Duluth and the ministry of Fr. Mike Schmitz as well as tour
nationally with my original music. I am also hired to give presentations on the faith
to all age groups--some of my favorite topics to speak on are The Eucharist,
Theology of the Body, and “What’s Your Gift (How to Discern & Utilize the Gifts
God Gave You)”. I currently have two full albums (and another coming soon!) as
well as a number of singles, all of which are available on all online streaming
platforms.  I absolutely love this work because it not only fulfills my heart’s desire,
but it is also meaningful--I get to share how incredibly good God is and I’m always
blown away when people share with me how my music moves them and speaks to
something going on in their lives. Isaiah 61:1-3 has become my mission statement
for my music and speaking ministry: “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn." This is the mission of every
Christian, to use our gifts to bring joy and blessing to everyone we can reach. I’m
so grateful that He has called me to participate in His mission work in this way.

Tell us a bit about what you have been doing since 8th grade? 

After my time at St. Joe’s, I attended Rice Lake High School and then a small Catholic college (Franciscan University of
Steubenville, OH), for my Bachelor of Arts degrees in Theology & Catechetics. My senior year at Franciscan, I was
encouraged to record my original music and I initially turned down the opportunity. Since childhood, I had loved singing
but suppressed my desire to pursue music because I felt others deserved that chance more than me. However, the Lord
started poking at that desire of my heart—scripture tells us “Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of
your heart” (Psalm 37:4). In small ways throughout my time at St. Joe’s, the Lord was working and helping me hone in on
the gifts He has given me. 

Scan me with your

mobile device

camera app!

Any advice for current students to make the most of their experience at St. Joseph?

President Teddy Roosevelt once said “Comparison is the thief of joy.” I learned this too late in
life—don’t waste time and energy suppressing your gifts because you’re worried about what
other people will think or that others will be better than you. There will always be somebody
better than you at everything you try! But nobody can do those things in the same unique way
you can, with your heart—so if you fail, fail miserably, and grin from ear to ear knowing you’ve
given it your all. Your value is not rooted in how well you can achieve your goals, or how
famous you might become—your value is rooted in your identity as a beloved child of God and
He wants you to live life to the full, focusing on loving others (and yourself) to the brim. So live
fully alive with the joy and love of Christ and give others permission to do the same! Life is just
better that way. I’m praying for you!

Read more about Aly Aleigha on our website - sjsricelake.org/alumni

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

ALUMNI! 

We want to stay in touch

with you! Visit our

website and complete

the Alumni Contact form. 
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Alyson Aleigha Schissel / Aly Aleigha

SJS Graduate 2007

 

What is your greatest professional accomplishment?
In 2016 after the release of my second album “The Labyrinth,” my band and I performed
at our first Christian Music Festival in Philadelphia for a crowd of over 3500. After our
set, we received the “Emerging Artist Award” sponsored by Jeff Cavins and Relevant
Radio. But honestly, every day I feel more and more honored that my music is being
received so well, and every time I play a show for a music festival, lead worship in the
Holy Land, or provide music and speaking for a parish, I feel beyond blessed.  I feel my
most important accomplishment is writing songs that truly connect with people,
especially when my music can help facilitate healing. To me, that is my greatest
professional accomplishment--and I know it’s ultimately not me, but the Lord who is
accomplishing this beautiful work.

"In small ways throughout
my time at St. Joe’s, the
Lord was working and

helping me hone in on the
gifts He has given me."

-Aly Aleigha 
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Welcome back to the family! 
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This Fall, Jerry Van Dyke, principal of St. Joseph School, and the leadership team
at the Four Parishes, One Cluster office, welcomed aboard Mrs. Emily Hagen as
the new Director of Marketing and Advancement. Emily comes to us from the
Minneapolis/St. Paul Minnesota area and has a lot of experience in working with
Catholic schools. Her family, including two children, recently relocated to Rice
Lake, WI, to be closer to family. Emily is a graduate of Cumberland High School.

Mrs. Hagen graduated from the University of Wisconsin - River Falls and spent the
last 7 years in Waconia, MN, where she was the Director of Marketing,
Communications and Enrollment for St. Joseph Catholic STEM School. She is most
proud of the work she did in helping the school to boost their enrollment by 10% in
two years and in being a part of a development strategy to involve more people in
the future of the school. Emily also consults part-time with Catholic Schools
Center of Excellence which is a non-profit created to enhance excellence and
increase enrollment in their 79 preschool-8th grade Catholic schools in the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis in Minnesota.

Emily is thrilled to be at St. Joseph School so she can help share the great things
happening at the school and the cluster parish. She loves marketing, but she will
tell you, what she enjoys the most is marketing for the "big guy" (God). 

Please reach out to Emily and give her a warm welcome! 
e.hagen@sjsricelake.org. 

WELCOME, MRS. EMILY HAGEN!
Director of Marketing and Advancement joins the team at St. Joseph Catholic School 

Mrs. Emily Hagen

Director of Marketing and Advancement

@STJOSEPHSCHOOLRICELAKE
@SJSRICELAKE 
SJSRICELAKE.ORG


