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Father Ed Blesses the Nativity with School Children

IMPACT OF THEATRE AND MUSIC
ON YOUNG LEARNERS
Mrs. Mary Shearer, St. Joseph School Music Teacher
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YOU'RE INVITED!
Catholic Schools Week Mass
with Bishop James Powers.

Friday, February 4 | 9:30 am
St. Joseph Church

ALUMNI!
Scan me with your

RSVP & Learn More
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Theater is a Greek word that means "the seeing place," and it is a golden chance to engage in storytelling
from an angle not everyone gets to experience. That is why our concerts have a theatrical quality - what
was just music becomes magic under the lights!

PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3
6:00 - 7:00 PM

There is something powerful and transformative that happens when a student
takes his or her place under the stage lights - a shedding of inhibitions, and a
chance to shine. We suddenly catch a glimpse of the beautiful soul that lives
inside of that young person we thought we knew. It's a weird phenomenon,
but when they take on a different character, their own true self shines through
- and it is absolutely awe-inspiring - every time. Students who are shy and
inhibited become outgoing and bold, while others find their serious,
contemplative side; still others may find they feel differently about things than
they did before, simply because they have actively engaged in telling a story or
stating a truth. We are so fortunate here at St. Joe's to give our students the
chance to experience music and theater onstage and under the lights.

NEWSLETTER

mobile device camera
app!

Pg. 4

Performing onstage is one of the things that can set some students apart from others. Studies have shown
that there is a direct link between music performance and academic achievement. Students in grades 7-12
who study and perform music tend to score a whopping 31% better on standardized tests than those who
do not. Theatrical performance builds necessary skills in problem-solving, critical thinking, social awareness,
empathy, and teamwork. (Continued on page 2)
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT - JOHN ARMSTRONG (2015)

ANNUAL GIFTING AND IMPACT ON THE GAP
Did you know that what our families pay for tuition
does not cover the full cost to educate a child at St.
Joseph School? We rely on the generous support of
our cluster parishes, alumni, and yearly
fundraisers to fund "the gap" between the cost to
educate and tuition.

Annual gifts to our Spartan Fund are the
financial lifeblood of our school. They help to
sustain programs and activities that are not
covered by tuition. Simply, annual giving is the
best way possible for alumni, parents, parents of
alumni and friends to help make a difference in
the future of St. Joseph Catholic
School. Your investment on an annual
basis will help raise necessary funds
for faculty and student programs.

GIVE A GIFT

K-8 TUITION
(2021-2022)
The St. Joseph School
tuition rate is

$3,000

For each student that
enrolls, it costs St. Joseph
School

$ 7,500

for the 2021-22
school year

to provide them the
excellent education that
we offer.

THE GAP

CLUSTER PARISH
SUPPORT

$4,500
is "the gap" or
outstanding cost needed
for each child to attend
school each school year.

For each child, the
cluster parish supports
nearly

30%
of the cost to educate.

View our 2020-2021 Annual Financial Report
stjosephricelake.org/financial-reports

CONTINUED....IMPACT OF THEATRE
(Continued from page 1)
It is always worth it. When a musical begins, it's not
always easy for students (or me) to see the finished
product in their mind. We begin with a readthrough and the tedious plunking of melody and
harmony. Once lines and music are learned and
the story is clear, we can get on our feet.
Then there is another level of hard work as actors
and singers learn where and how to move their
bodies and combine that with emotion, force, and
timing with one another as they act and sing.

Favorite Subject/Memory?
This one is easy: Math! I was glad to have been
taught by Mrs. Christie Nielsen, who still currently
teaches at SJS. She always pushed me to reach my
full potential, and I'm glad to say that I really do use
math every day!

COST TO
EDUCATE

It is as disciplined, exacting, and challenging as any
team or individual sport...sometimes more so. If a
student is absent, it's like trying to play football with
a missing man. The carefully-coordinated play breaks
down, and no yardage is gained!
In the midst of this shared experience, students find
that they have gained confidence, that they have
forged new, more meaningful relationships, and that
they are capable of things they never imagined for
themselves. Watching the astonishment and joy on
their faces as the audience bursts into applause for
them is something that never gets stale for me. I am
already looking forward to our next production.

Mr. John Armstrong, United States Marine Corps.
SJS Graduate from the class of 2015

What have you been doing since 8th grade?
After graduation from St. Joseph Catholic School, I
attended Rice Lake High School and enjoyed
participating in several sports. I was a three-sport
athlete in high school. I graduated in 2019 and
decided to pursue the Marines. I attended my first
boot camp June 23rd of 2019 and graduated from
that boot camp in October 2019. I went to San
Diego for combat training and then pursued
school at Twenty-Nine Palms - the proud host of
the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center
which is the world's largest Marine Corps training
base.
In March 2020, I was transferred to Camp LaJeune
in North Carolina and the following February
(2021). I was deployed with the Marine
Expeditionary Unit. I visited seven countries while
deployed. In September of that year, I returned to
the United States.

-Mrs. Mary Shearer - Music Teacher
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How has your faith guided you?
My faith has helped me deal with things that I
couldn't be home for while I was away in the
military. My grandma passed away while I was
deployed as well as my girlfriend's mother. It was
difficult to be away from family during these times. I
was so glad to have my faith to guide me and keep
me looking forward. My faith has also helped me
when I couldn't be in contact with people from
home or let them know where I was when I was
deployed.
Advice for current students?
My advice is simple: set goals and follow through.
Do what is needed to reach those goals.
What is your greatest professional
accomplishment?
Graduating boot camp & reaching the level of
Corporal while on deployment.

Thank you parents and staff for your support of
performance arts here at St. Joe's. Your children
deserve their time in the spotlight so they can shine
bright!
SJS Middle School band debut, 2021 Christmas
Program

(Left) Armstrong in his SJS uniform as a middle
school student and at his high school graduation
(right)

Armstrong in his High School baseball and
football uniforms
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