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November 12, 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Families,  
 

The health and safety of students and staff remain a top priority. We are doing everything we can to keep everyone 

healthy and safe while they are in school. Now more than ever we need your help to make sure they stay healthy and 

safe outside of school as well.  
 

COVID19 numbers in our county and the surrounding areas are increasing at an alarming rate. Barron County has 

reached a crisis point. Our hospitals are filling up. Hospitals all across Wisconsin and Minnesota are filling up. We are 

asking you to do everything you can to keep our community as healthy and safe as possible and our hospitals open. 

Following this guidance is essential to keeping our schools open. We know students' needs are best met when 

attending school in person.  
 

Please, keep your children and household members home at the first sign of any illness. Do not go out in public, to 

school, to work, or to any gatherings.  It is easy to think that a runny nose, slight cough or achiness is nothing to be 

concerned about or to miss school or work over BUT, COVID19 can be a very minor illness in children and some 

adults. It may look like seasonal allergies, a growth spurt, food poisoning or just general tiredness.  Any symptom is 

worth paying attention to. If you or your students experience any symptoms, stay home and call your doctor to get 

tested. Symptoms of COVID19 can include: cough, runny nose, sore throat, tiredness, fever, body aches, headache, 

diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, stomach pain, loss of taste or smell. 
 

Limit contact with anyone outside your household.  Now and over the holidays, please keep your gatherings and 

celebrations limited to your household members. Consider visiting with relatives and friends over the phone or 

virtually.  If you must gather with people who do not live in your home, do so in very small groups that will allow 

social distancing and wear masks. Try new traditions! Get “Aunt Bonnie’s” famous stuffing recipe and teach your 

kids to make it. Make a plate from your holiday meal and drop it off at an elderly neighbor’s house. Research how 

other cultures celebrate different seasonal holidays.  
 

Use this time to reconnect as a family. Turn negatives into positives. Teach your kids to bounce back after 
disappointments and cancellations. Enjoy the slower pace. Get your kids involved in meal planning. Let them choose 
new recipes. Try winter hiking on a local trail. Surprise a neighbor and have your family rake their leaves or shovel their 
driveway and sidewalk the next time it snows. Teach your kids a game you loved as a child. Read a chapter book aloud to 
your children. Use the time to slow down and appreciate being together.   
 

As always:  

• Stay home as much as possible 

• Wear a mask when in public 

• Wash hands frequently 

• Clean commonly touched surfaces 

• Stay home at the first sign of illness 
 

Every time you choose to stay home, every time you decline an invitation, every time you get take-out instead of 

dining in and every time you make another sacrifice after months of sacrifices you help stop the spread of COVID19 

and protect our community.  The choices you make every day can help keep our schools open, prevent a 

hospitalization, and even save a life. If you have questions about COVID-19, please dial 211 or visit dhs.wisconsin.gov 

or cdc.gov. 


